


Windmill Lane, a private lane with restricted width and access, would experience increased 
pedestrian movement, affecting residents’ privacy and security. These impacts are not 
adequately reflected in the current scoring. 

Sustainable Travel and Accessibility 

The site’s green rating for public transport and active travel makes no sense. Bryn Melin has no 
pavements on approach roads, sub-standard pedestrian links through Brookfield Park, and 
limited bus services. 
The steep gradient of the site (approximately 12%) further limits accessibility for many users. In 
contrast, sites 367 and 455 have safer, more direct access to buses, walking routes, and cycling 
infrastructure. 

Development here would increase car dependency, harm a protected landscape, and 
undermine the character of Cowbridge rather than enhance it. This directly contradicts Welsh 
Government guidance on sustainability and placemaking. 

Local Plan Alignment and Community View 

The emerging Cowbridge Placemaking Plan prioritises local identity, sustainable growth, and 
protection of the town-edge environment. Allocating Bryn Melin runs counter to these locally 
agreed principles. 
It is also important to note that Cowbridge Town Council unanimously opposed the inclusion 
of Site 370 and rejected its allocation on 24/02/2026. This local position has not been given 
sufficient weight. 

 Future growth should be directed to locations where access, public transport, and 
environmental enhancement can genuinely be delivered. Before allocating greenfield land at 
Bryn Melin, clear and transparent evidence should be provided to demonstrate why less 
damaging alternatives are unsuitable. 

Yours sincerely 

Ruth Chapman 

 




