


• Who authored and quality-assured the document, given factual omissions (e.g., mis-counting 
bathing beaches) and lack of reference to key local sites; 

• Whether biodiversity “net gain” claims are being interpreted proportionately, rather than 
reduced to minimal measures such as bird-boxes. 

Welsh Government expects the RLDP to be evidence-led and based on a robust environmental 
baseline. 
Could you confirm: 

• Whether Aberthaw, Cadoxton Ponds, and related sites will be added to the GI evidence base; 
• Who prepared and signed off the current GI content; 
• How biodiversity requirements will be strengthened to reflect site-specific ecological value. 

 
4. Next Steps 
I would welcome clarification on the above matters and would be grateful for the opportunity to 
discuss how the RLDP can better reflect: 

• The correct Future Wales spatial classification; 
• The requirements of Policies 4 and 5 for rural areas; 
• Local biodiversity assets and LNR opportunities; 
• A stronger evidence-based approach consistent with Welsh Government expectations. 

Thank you for considering these points. I appreciate the significant work undertaken on the RLDP and 
hope these observations are useful in ensuring the plan is fully aligned with national policy and local 
opportunities. 
Kind regards, 
Maxine Levett 
 




